
 

Indiana official: Altered voter registrations raise concerns 

 

Rick Callahan, Associated Press Updated 1:40 am, Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Thousands of voter registrations were altered, raising concerns about possible 

fraud, says Indiana's chief elections official, whose office warned voters to check whether their 

information is correct online and encouraged voting early to avoid problems on Election Day. 

 

Secretary of State Connie Lawson said in a statement Tuesday that Indiana's online voter registration 

database had not been hacked but records were changed on paper forms, online and at Bureau of 

Motor Vehicles offices. 

 

"At this time, my office is not sure why these records were changed, but we have evaluated the 

Statewide Voter Registration System and have found no indication it has been compromised," said 

Lawson, a Republican. 

 

The Indiana incident comes amid heightened scrutiny of voting systems ahead of the general election on 

Nov. 8. The Department of Homeland Security has warned states of attempts to hack election systems 

and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump has repeatedly said at rallies that the election 

could be rigged, without providing any evidence. Elections experts say cases of election fraud have been 

rare in the past. 

 

In addition to the presidential vote, Indiana has two fiercely contested statewide races to replace Gov. 

Mike Pence, who became Trump's running mate, and to succeed retiring U.S. Sen. Dan Coats. 

 

The Indiana voter registration problem surfaced when voters contacted the secretary of state's office 

after discovering through the online system voters can use to check their registration status that their 

dates of birth or first names were incorrect, the office said. That prompted the office to run a report in 

the statewide system and it found that thousands of registrations had been altered. The office declined 

to provide a more precise number. 

 

All of those who contacted the office after discovering changes had voted in Indiana's May primary, 

Lawson's office said. 

 

The information collected on the altered registrations has been turned over to Indiana State Police, who 

already were conducting a separate investigation of possible voter registration fraud in 56 counties, said 

Valerie Warycha, a spokeswoman for Lawson. 


