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State Investigating Possible Misuse Of Absentee Ballots 

Complaint Cited 'Numerous Applications' For Ballots By Engel Before Police 

Chief Referendum 
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EAST HAMPTON — The state Elections Enforcement Commission confirmed Monday that it is 

investigating possible misuse of absentee ballots by Councilwoman Melissa H. Engel during last 

year's referendum reinstating Police Chief Matthew Reimondo. 

The probe was launched Oct. 19, according to commission spokeswoman Nancy Nicolescu, who 

said that an attorney has been assigned to the case. 

Nicolescu would not comment on the investigation except to say that it stems from a complaint 

filed with the commission on Sept. 27 by Sgt. Garritt Kelly of the East Hampton Police 

Department. Kelly conducted the "preliminary investigation" after a complaint was filed by a 

citizen regarding Engel's applying for absentee ballots for residents of her seasonal campground 

in the weeks preceding the Nov. 2, 2010, referendum. Engel owns Markham Meadows 

Campground in the hills above Lake Pocotopaug. 

Engel on Monday denied any wrongdoing in the matter. "I'm not sure what the basis of the 

complaint is," she said. "I think there is nothing here and, I think the SEEC will determine that." 

Kelly said that Reimondo asked him to look into the matter in April of this year after concerns 

were raised that Engel had sought "numerous applications" for absentee ballots, according to the 

affidavit. His complaint states that voting records in the town clerk's office revealed that Engel 

made 11 separate applications for absentee ballots. The handwriting on many of these 

applications appeared to be Engel's, Kelly stated. 

The complaint further states that Town Clerk Sandra Wieleba "became suspicious" after learning 

that two of the applicants for absentee ballots, Donna Kelley and Richard Kelley, "apparently 

had not requested the applications" and had "received them unsolicited." 

Wieleba told The Courant at the time of the referendum that Engel had sought absentee ballots 

for residents of her campground but was turned down because she was not an official designee of 

the applicants. According to state election laws, only family members or a health care provider 

can serve as an official voter designee. 



Engel, a six-term Republican councilwoman and influential local businesswoman, had 

consistently backed then-Town Manager Jeffery O'Keefe's decision to eliminate Reimondo's job 

in June 2010. O'Keefe claimed Reimondo's ouster was a cost-saving measure, but the chief said 

he was targeted for bringing forward sexual harassment complaints against O'Keefe by three 

female town employees. O'Keefe denied the charges and later resigned, and Reimondo won back 

his job in the referendum. 

Engel has announced that she will not seek another term. Her last council meeting is Tuesday. 

She said she had mixed feelings about leaving the council after 12 years. "It's kind of 

bittersweet," she said. "I look forward to doing other things, but it's kind of sad. It's been a lot of 

years." 

 


