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April 17, 2012 

 

WHEREAS there has been discussion of electing the President of 

the United States via a direct popular vote, due to the problems that 

occurred in the 2000 election in which the highest vote nationwide 

was undermined by our Electoral College system; and 

 

WHEREAS our Electoral College system weights the votes in 

certain states and makes others less weighty, thereby leaving a 

sense of imbalance and unfairness in the election process; and 

 

WHEREAS an initiative called National Popular Vote (NPV) is a 

proposed method to go around the Electoral College without a 

Constitutional amendment, by means of a contract among the 

participating States to bind all their Electoral votes to the 

presidential candidate who appears to have received the most 

popular votes nationwide; but 

 

WHEREAS the NPV initiative would, from time to time, force 

New York State to give its Electoral votes to a candidate not 

chosen by its voters; and 

 

WHEREAS the popular vote in some States other than New York 

has been unfairly affected by barriers to voting, such as lifetime 

disenfranchisement due to felony conviction, requirement for 

government-issued photo ID and/or other documents, which 

creates unfair restrictions on certain groups of voters such as 

minorities, the poor, the disabled, and the elderly; and  

  

WHEREAS many States use paperless electronic voting machines 

that cannot be independently audited, and only a few States 

perform any audits of their elections, so that in most states 

malicious tampering and innocent errors that increase or decrease 

vote tallies cannot and will not be detected; and 
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WHEREAS federal legislation would be required to compel all states to 

participate in meaningful audits of their elections for national offices, but 

Congress has not passed such legislation during the past nine years 

during which it has been introduced, and  

  

WHEREAS New York State is the only state that worked diligently for 

four years to obtain electronic voting equipment that consists of secure 

machines and software by requiring electronic voting equipment to pass 

testing by an independent testing lab prior to purchase, so that our vote 

tallies are likely to reflect the votes cast; and   

 

WHEREAS New York's participation in the NPV initiative would 

constitute our endorsement and toleration of insecure voting systems, and 

of prejudices and restrictions against minority and less powerful voting 

groups; and 

 

WHEREAS New York's participation in the NPV initiative would be 

contrary to the principles of New York State and would compromise the 

voting freedoms and principles we endorse; 

  

THEREFORE the Village Independent Democrats urges our State 

Assembly and State Senate to oppose any legislation supporting NPV.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


