
The New Haven Register (nhregister.com), Serving New Haven, CT 

News > Metro 

Goof sinks primary in 116th District serving 

West Haven, New Haven 

Friday, June 22, 2012 

By Susan Misur, Register Staff 

smisur@nhregister.com / Twitter: @nhrsusan 

WEST HAVEN — A mistake could cost a state representative hopeful his chance to get on the 

ballot, as the Democratic registrar of voters reportedly gave him the wrong paperwork to petition 

for a primary. 

 

The registrar, Michelle Hufcut, meanwhile, has withdrawn her candidacy in a primary for the 

Democratic registrar job, citing health reasons. 

 

David C. Forsyth, who is hoping to be the Democratic candidate for state representative in the 

116th District, officially learned Thursday that he should have used petition forms from the 

secretary of the state’s office. Forsyth needed to collect signatures to bring an August primary 

against state Rep. Lou Esposito of West Haven, the party-endorsed candidate. 

 

Forsyth is vowing to sue Hufcut and the secretary of the state’s office to get his name on the 

primary ballot. 

 

Prior to this year, 116th District candidates could use petition forms from the city registrar 

because the district was limited to part of West Haven. However, following the state’s 

redistricting earlier this year, the district now includes parts of New Haven, and candidates 

running for multitown districts must use petition papers from the secretary of the state office, 

according to Av Harris, spokesman for the office. 

 

Completed petitions were due June 12. Since the deadline has passed, it’s too late for Forsyth to 

get signatures on correct petitions. 

 

“The petitions ... are not going to be able to get him on the ballot because they were invalidly 

issued by the registrar. ... This is a pretty black-and-white issue because it’s a matter of state 

statute,” said Harris 

 

Forsyth said his lawyer has been in contact with the state and will help him in court. 

 

He said he wants to give options to voters in the 116th District. Esposito has run unopposed for 

several years. 
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“I have full faith that I will get back on ballot. There’s no reason for them to punish me for a 

mistake that I did not do,” Forsyth said Thursday. “I’m going to fight for this. … It’s just a minor 

setback in my campaign and I am going through the proper channels to rectify the situation.” 

 

Despite the redistricting, the secretary of the state’s office has not heard of issues with primary 

petitions elsewhere, Harris said. 

 

Regarding the registrar of voters primary, Hufcut said she had decided to withdraw because of 

“ongoing health issues,” even though she had collected enough signatures on a petition for a 

primary. 

 

“I’ve had some ongoing health issues, and unfortunately they’ve gotten worse,” Hufcut said 

Wednesday. “I’ve really enjoyed working in the registrar’s office and working with all the voters 

and getting everything in that office straightened out, but I’ve got to take care of my health first.” 

 

As for Forsyth’s primary petition snafu, Hufcut said Thursday, “There does appear to be a 

problem with the petition and we are trying to work to resolve it.” 

 

Patricia Horvath and Deborah Pascale Evangelista will be in the primary. Evangelista said she 

collected enough signatures on her petition. Horvath did not need signatures because she is the 

endorsed candidate. 

 

Call Susan Misur at 203-789-5742. Follow her on Twitter @NHRsusan. 

 


