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files suit to get on primary ballot 
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WEST HAVEN — A state representative candidate whose problematic primary petitions could 

keep him off the August ballot has filed a lawsuit to get back in the election. 

 

David C. Forsyth, who is also a City Council member, filed the complaint against Secretary of 

the State Denise Merrill, city Democratic Registrar of Voters Michelle Hufcut and New Haven 

Democratic Registrar of Voters Sharon Ferrucci Monday in Hartford Superior Court. He will 

attend a hearing on the matter Friday morning and is being represented by the Hartford-based 

law firm Halloran & Sage LLP. 

 

“The integrity of the election process will be harmed if the Plaintiff is prevented from having his 

name placed on the ballot for the Democratic Primary of August 14, 2012, and fundamental 

fairness and equity require his placement on the primary ballot,” the lawsuit reads. 

 

The matter stems from primary petition paperwork Forsyth used when collecting signatures to 

wage a primary against incumbent and endorsed Democratic candidate Louis Esposito, who 

represents the 116th District. 

 

Forsyth had hoped to go against Esposito in an August primary to determine who will be the 

Democratic candidate on November’s ballot. 

 

However, Hufcut gave Forsyth petition paperwork from her office when Forsyth should have 

used petition paperwork from the secretary of the state’s office. Documents from the state are 

required because the 116th District now includes parts of West Haven and New Haven. Before 

the state redistricted, the 116th included only West Haven, and petition papers from the city’s 

registrar of voters office would have been acceptable. 

 

According to the lawsuit, Forsyth reminded Hufcut that the 116th District now covers areas in 

two cities. It goes on to claim that Hufcut told Forsyth the proper procedure was to give him 

forms from her office and that “The Plaintiff relied in good faith upon the advice.” 

 

Forsyth submitted 322 signatures on June 9 to Hufcut’s office in advance of the June 12 deadline 

and in excess of the 308 required signatures. 
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He learned on June 20 that Hufcut had offered wrong information about petition paperwork and 

that he could not participate in a primary, the suit says. The suit asks that the court impose a 

mandatory injunction forcing Merrill to put Forsyth’s name on the August primary ballot. 

 

“The people should have an option of who they want to vote for. I didn’t break any rules. My 

team only did what we were told to do,” said Forsyth, who has continued campaigning and 

fundraising. “These people who signed my petitions think I should be on the ballot, and right 

now I feel I’m the people’s choice.” 

 

Hufcut said she is “perfectly OK” with Forsyth filing the suit, adding, “It was the only recourse 

that he had to get his name on the ballot. I encouraged him to do it because I want him to be able 

to resolve this.” 

 

Esposito said he won’t try to fight Forsyth’s efforts to get on the ballot and that it’s up to the 

Secretary of the State’s Office to enforce rules. 

 

“The rules are the rules as far as I’m concerned, but that’s his prerogative to file the suit and get 

the court to rectify what he should have done in the first place,” Esposito said. 

 

This is not the first time this type of situation has occurred, according to Av Harris, director of 

communications for the Secretary of the State’s Office. 

 

Harris added that the Secretary of the State’s Office’s position is that it had done everything it 

legally needed to do to notify registrars of voters across the state of new redistricting maps. 

 

Ferrucci declined to comment on the matter, saying she wasn’t aware of the situation. 

 

Call Susan Misur at 203-789-5742. Follow her on Twitter @NHRsusan. 
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