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Windham, Conn. —  

Doug Lary wants to be elected a registrar of voters in November. 

But he has a one major problem: He isn’t a Democrat or a Republican, and, according to state 

law, both of the major political parties must have a registrar of voters. To win the position, Lary 

must come in first or second at the polls. Even then, he will be considered the third-party 

registrar. 

“I’m running for the job, and the voters get to decide if I should have it,” he said. 

Lary’s effort is further clouded by varying opinions from the secretary of the state’s office. 

Advice from that office has him wondering how to proceed. 

“I’m not always confident the advice I get is final advice,” Lary said. 

Lary has collected signatures under three different petitions. One is for the Green Party, of which 

he is a member; another is for The Bottom Line, the party with which he ran for Board of 

Education in the previous election; and one is for unaffiliated. 

Unaffiliated voters 

Lary said he would like to run as unaffiliated and represent the largest bloc of voters in the state 

and in Windham. He said 45 percent of Windham voters are unaffiliated, 41 percent are 

Democrats and 12 percent are Republicans. 

Av Harris, spokesman for Secretary of the State Denise Merrill, said Lary can run under any 

party designation he wants. He just needs to collect the proper number of signatures. But if he 

runs as unaffiliated and wins, he still would be listed as the Green Party registrar, because he’s a 

Green Party member. 

Unaffiliated candidates cloud the issue, Harris said. There is a question as to whether an 

unaffiliated registrar could be seated, according to state law, he said. 

Lary, a self-professed statistics fan, has spent significant time in the last three years researching 

voter data in Windham. He has helped candidates in the Democratic, Republican and Bottom 

Line parties run their campaigns, and even helped several of his opponents in the Board of 
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Education race. Recently, he helped Democratic registrar Paulann “Bunny” Lescoe and 

Republican registrar Joan Goetschius work on a plan to add a new polling place in town. 

Record-breaking error 

Lary said the work he has already put in makes him qualified for the job and desirous to do it. 

His research has shown him that voter data is significantly outdated, he said. 

Windham has a registered voter who is 120 years old, Lary said. 

“Wouldn’t that be in the Guinness Book of World Records, if we had an 120-year-old active 

voter?” he said. 

Lary has found no fewer than 2,400 registered voters in Windham who have not voted in any 

election in the past 10 years. Once a voter misses two presidential elections, they are supposed to 

be removed from the voter rolls. That’s not happening in Windham, he said. 

Harris said the secretary of the state’s office is aware that the Windham registrars office has a 

problem keeping information up to date. It’s a problem that exists in many registrars’ offices, he 

said. 

It’s a frustration for the secretary of the state’s office, he said. The office must ensure elections 

are run properly, but there is no training requirement for registrars, he said. And the secretary of 

the state has no sanctions it can use to rectify the situation if the job isn’t done properly, Harris 

said. 

“It’s arguably the most important task to our democratic system, and yet there is no professional 

certification,” Harris said. “It’s basically a political patronage job. The way these folks are 

selected, we can’t make major changes to the way we run elections.” 

 

 

 
 


