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S.B. 668 – Support with Suggested Additions 

Government Administration and Elections Committee Luther Weeks 
Testimony – February 22, 2013 Luther@CTVotersCount.org 

  334 Hollister Way West, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Chairs and members of the Committee, my name is Luther Weeks, Executive Director of 

CTVotersCount. I am a Certified Moderator, with four years of moderating the central counting 

of Absentee Ballots in Vernon. I am looking forward to serving voters by supervising the Election 

Day Registration (EDR) function in Glastonbury this November.  

I agree that it is not necessary to train poll workers more than once a year, for the same function. 

Yet, training for different roles should be required, if not covered in a previous training. For 

instance, central counting of Absentee Ballots is entirely different than functioning as a poll 

worker. I suggest the proposed text, at minimum, be changed as follows: 

That chapter 146 of the general statutes be amended to require that each poll worker be trained 

at least once a year, but not required to attend training prior to each election if such training 

session would result in a poll worker being trained for the same election day role a second 

time in a calendar year. 

 

Further, it is important that Election Day Registration (EDR) workers be trained. They are not 

poll workers since the EDR location is not defined in the law as a poll. I would suggest:  

That chapter 146 of the general statutes be amended to require that each poll worker and 

election day registration worker be trained at least once a year, but not required to attend 

training prior to each election if such training session would result in a poll worker being 

trained for the same election day role a second time in a calendar year. 

 

Let me reiterate what I have said in the past, that the EDR bill passed last year leaves too much 

undefined. Let me suggest critical items for your consideration in priority order: 

1. It should be mandatory that anyone in line at 8:00pm have the right to have the opportunity to 

register and vote.  

2. The EDR function should require at the very minimum a Certified Moderator and two Assistant 

Registrars, providing the same protections for potential voters and parties available in a polling 

place. 

3. The EDR function should require privacy booths and adequate space. 

4. The EDR function should require posting of everything required to be posted at polling places. 

5. EDR votes should be required to be totaled and reported in municipalities and to the Secretary of 

the State as separate counts  

6. The EDR function should also require at least a Trainer, Ballot Clerk, and Ballot Box Tender. EDR 

locations are required to handle ballots for up to 32 different districts, it would be important to 

provide each voter the correct ballot and to provide new voters the opportunity to spoil ballots and 

revote. Presuming most are new voters having a Trainer would serve them. 

Conscientious registrars would likely provide many of these items to serve and protect the rights of 

voters, yet others concerned with tight budgets and criticism for “unnecessary” expenditures might not. 

Thank You  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/TOB/s/pdf/2013SB-00668-R00-SB.pdf

