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HARTFORD -- Peter Lumaj, a Fairfield lawyer who received only tepid support in his 

Republican attempt to run for U.S. Senate last year, said Monday that he will seek the party's 

nomination for Secretary of the State next year. 

The 45-year-old Albanian immigrant made the announcement before about two dozen supporters 

-- and uncommitted Republican State Central Committee Chairman Jerry Labriola -- on the 

chilly north steps of the Capitol. 

If elected, Lumaj would become the state's top election official. 

"The reason why I've decided to do that has to do with the fact that I firmly believe that the 

office of the Secretary of the State is the first line of defense when it comes to our vote," he said. 

"Voting in the United States sometimes is taken for granted, but not by someone like I or my 

family, my wife. We came from Albania, a Communist country where voting actually meant a 

lot to us and we were not allowed to vote. Our leaders were appointed instead of elected."  

Lumaj charged that failed Republican gubernatorial candidate Tom Foley would have won the 

2010 election if it weren't for ballot irregularities in Bridgeport. In fact, Foley never pursued a 

legal remedy for his election loss because he believed the Bridgeport results did not affect the 

results. 

Last year, Lumaj won a paltry 22 delegate votes during the Republican convention for U.S. 

Senate won by Linda McMahon. 

"I've enjoyed the opportunity to get to know Peter Lumaj over the last couple of years and what 

I've discovered is he's a man of integrity, strong, a constitutional conservative, devoted to his 

country, devoted to his state and devoted to his party," Labriola said, noting that he is staying 

neutral on candidates seeking a spot on the 2014 party ticket. 
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