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S.B. 5 – Favor 

Government Administration and Elections Committee Luther Weeks 
Testimony – March 25, 2013 Luther@CTVotersCount.org 

  334 Hollister Way West, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Chairs and members of the Committee, my name is Luther Weeks, Executive Director of 

CTVotersCount and a member of my local party Town Committee.  

This bill would strengthen campaign and political expenditure disclosure provisions. 

Disclosure provides helpful information to the public in judging communications based on 

the source of the communication. 

Most individuals take less heed or are more wary when they read an opinion piece written 

by an identified source, or clearly identified as paid advertising in a newspaper. It should 

be no different with a political ad or publication.  

It is insufficient to know that something is a paid advertisement. It is insufficient to know 

the chosen name of a front group, which may leave an impression completely divorced 

from the actual source. More helpful is knowing the actual source of the money, the 

individuals financially backing the message, and having that information available to the 

reader or viewer directly as part of the message. 

Two recent positive examples, in my town, involving this Legislature, that demonstrate the 

benefits of disclosure: 

 A candidate for the Connecticut Senate in my district was targeted, late in the 

campaign season, by a wealthy individual far away in the state. The candidate was 

likely targeted only because of a slim margin of victory in the previous election and the 

ideology of that single wealthy individual. But, the public was well informed of the 

source in advance by the media. Whether strictly required in this case or not, it would 

seem that the media attention provided the warning that should be made available by 

disclosure. As they say, “consider the source”, in advance of the message. 

 A candidate for the Connecticut House in my district received most campaign 

contributions from outside the district, and primarily from individuals engaged in a 

single profession. Everyone can look that up and inform the voters. Voters and other 

legislators can judge votes, actions, and accolades based on that information.  

Like freedom-of-information and ethics disclosures, this bill brings more of the 

transparency that can contribute to good government that works for everyone. Like 

freedom-of-information and ethics disclosures, the provisions of this bill may not be 

welcome, especially by those wishing to hide their involvement and biases.  

Thank You  
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