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Editor’s note: The following column was signed by nine members of the Working Families Party 

in Connecticut: Hartford City Councilors Larry Deutsch, Cynthia Jennings and Joel Cruz; 

Hartford Board of Education members Robert Cotto and Elizabeth Brad Noel; Hartford 

Registrar Urania Petit, and Bridgeport Board of Education members Maria Pereira, Sauda 

Baraka and John Bagley. 

 

In American politics, the main event has long been a contest between Democrats and 

Republicans, but minor parties have a role to play, too. 

 

Minor parties have often served as the incubator for new ideas — a 40-hour workweek, the 

abolition of slavery and women’s right to vote, to name just a few. 

 

Though recently maligned by the editorial board of the Journal Register papers in Connecticut as 

a “phantom” party, the Working Families Party has had an undeniable effect on politics and 

policy in Connecticut. 

 

Founded to provide a voice for working and middle-class families, the Working Families Party 

advocates for an alternative platform of issues, and endorses candidates who champion those 

issues. 

 

The Working Families Party has contributed to a just and fair society in Connecticut for more 

than 10 years. 

 

By one measure, the Working Families Party is the most successful minor party in Connecticut: 

our party has nine members elected to serve in local office in Connecticut. That is more than the 

Green, Libertarian and Independent parties’ roster of elected officials combined. 

 

Even Lowell Weicker’s “A Connecticut Party” failed to elect any significant number of local 

officials. 

 

Each one of us has run and won hard-fought campaigns, and against the odds, been elected to 

city councils, boards of education and other local offices as Working Families Party candidates. 

Thousands of voters have cast their ballots to elect us. Their voices matter and they have a right 

to be heard. 
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One way our party differs from some is that we are willing to support major party candidates 

who share our goals. Cross-endorsements allow smaller parties to build coalitions. If major party 

candidates prove they share our values and will advance our goals, we’re happy to work with 

them and endorse them. 

 

This helps give voters information on the ballot about which candidates have earned our support. 

 

Our proudest victory came when we made Connecticut the first state in the nation to guarantee 

paid sick days to low-wage service sector workers. The paid sick days bill was not on the radar 

of either major party in Connecticut until we started campaigning on it. We brought it off the 

sidelines and put it front and center. 

 

We chose to back candidates — Democrats and a few Republicans — who supported the policy. 

We helped elect dozens of legislators. The idea gained traction, and eventually we helped elect a 

governor who made his support for paid sick days central to his candidacy. 

 

Hundreds of thousands of low-wage working families no longer have to fear missing a day’s pay 

or losing their job every time they get sick. That’s an accomplishment to be proud of. 

 

We don’t always agree with Democrats or Republicans, but it would be foolish not to back the 

ones who share our values. However, when we disagree, we’ve never been afraid to say so. 

 

We were proud to stand up for decent education and democracy in the city of Bridgeport when a 

misleading ballot question would have eliminated the right of the city’s voters to choose a Board 

of Education. The city’s Democrats backed the measure, and we stood against it — and won. 

 

We’re just as proud of our fight in Hartford to stop employment discrimination against ex-

offenders who’ve done their time. 

 

Ours is a party about values. We fight for Connecticut’s working-class and middle-class families. 

We fight for more affordable health care, we push to close corporate tax loopholes, and we stand 

up for quality education and decent jobs. We ruffle our share of feathers, and most Connecticut 

voters are glad we do. 

 

Working Families succeeds because voters want a voice and a choice. Our constituents want to 

know which candidates support the issues they care about, in major parties and minor parties 

alike. 

 

That is why our party cross-endorses candidates who are fighting for Connecticut’s working 

families alongside us. Cross-endorsements are the bedrock of an inclusive and responsive 

government. 

 

Every year, the Working Families Party evaluates the records of all the candidates and only 

supports the ones who are committed to our values. On Election Day, tens of thousands of 

Connecticut voters cast their ballots on the Working Families Party line, and send a message that 

it’s time for our elected officials to focus on what matters to middle and working class families 



like ours. 

 

They should have the right, and the choice, to continue. 
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