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BRIDGEPORT -- The Democratic machine lost its grip on the city school board Tuesday with 

the stunning victory of all three challengers in the primary.  

The challenger slate won by a two to one margin over the party's endorsed slate, easily winning 

in all districts, in unofficial and incomplete results.  

Andre Baker Jr., Howard Gardner and Dave Hennessey received 3,409 votes, 3,284 votes and 

3,308 votes, respectively.  

"This is what Bridgeport needs," Baker said. "We need some diversity. We need some change. It 

just goes to show you that although people may look at the low voter turnout, the people who 

were fed up came out. And I just hope this movement encourages more people." 

Howard Gardner said he was surprised by the large victory margin. 

"This is just icing on the cake," Gardner said. "I see this as a victory for the city of Bridgeport 

because I think a lot of people have been disillusioned and disenfranchised." 

The endorsed candidates -- Simon Castillo, Kathryn Bukovsky and Brandon Clark -- collected 

1,977 votes, 1,917 votes and 1,862 votes, respectively. The endorsed slate won among absentee 

ballot voters, but it was not enough to overtake their opponents' victory at the polls. 

"I thought we had a good message," Clark said. "I thought we had three really qualified 

candidates. We were focused on staying positive and keeping the message on the kids. They had 

a different strategy and that strategy has seemed to have won out. All we can do now as citizens 

is keep them accountable of keeping the kids first." 

The challengers had the support of the teachers' union and the Connecticut Working Families 

Party, which will run three of its own candidates in the general election, including Baker who 

will now run as a cross-endorsed candidate. 

The victory tips the balance against the mayoral-backed Democratic majority on the nine-

member board that has supported schools superintendent Paul Vallas and his education reform 

efforts. 

Mayor Bill Finch and the three party-endorsed candidates all support Vallas, whose 

qualifications to keep the job will be weighed by the state Supreme Court later this month. 
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The three challengers all indicated the district would be better off with someone else. 

Their campaign manager, Marilyn Moore, said she felt Finch's failed quest for a mayoral-

appointed board led to the challengers' victory. 

"They're saying we want people who are going to answer to us, not to the mayor," she said.  

There has been turmoil on the board for some time.  

Since an elected school board returned to the district last fall -- after being ousted by the state in 

2011, then restored by the court -- the Democrats have clung to a 5-to-4 majority, with three 

Working Families Party members joined by Democrat Bobby Simmons on the losing side of 

most votes. 

The Rev. Kenneth Moales Jr., chairman of the city school board, called the primary a campaign 

of bitterness. 

"It has nothing to do with the district," he said. "It is a personal vendetta against the mayor and 

(school superintendent) Vallas." 

The primary winners will run on the Democratic line in November's election for the school 

board, facing off against Republican and Working Families candidates for the five seats up for 

grabs.  

Staff writers Keila Torres Ocasio and Michael P. Mayko contributed to this report.  
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