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The CT Tea Party in Bethel is knocked off the ballot for the November election because of a 

filing technicality based on a two-year-old election law, leaving former First Selectman Robert 

Burke the option of running as a write-in candidate. 

In Westport, a local minority party lost its ballot line for the first time in 20 years.  

In Ridgefield, the local independent party line was bounced from the ballot because of the same 

law. However, Ridgefield's and Westport's cross-endorsed candidates will appear on the ballot. 

Local officials in recent days learned that minority parties in Middletown, Simsbury and 

Fairfield may have problems related to the 2011 law, which requires minority party candidates to 

sign certificates of endorsements filed with town clerks.  

Signatures are not required of Republicans and Democrats. 

Minority candidates in Westport and Ridgefield were cross-endorsed by majority parties, so they 

remain on the ballots.  

But in Easton, another filing mishap apparently will keep four minority candidates off the ballot. 

Some town clerks blamed the state for not reminding them of the new rules, but the Secretary of 

the State's Office pointed out that local officials were notified of the changes two years ago. 

Candidates bumped from the ballot were furious. 

"This is a most heinous form of discrimination" to the minority candidates," Burke said, citing 

the fact that the majority party candidates didn't need to sign their endorsements. 

"I will look into what it takes to be a write-in candidate. I have to work to do. We conformed to 

everything and when it was brought to my attention, within 24 hours everything was done." 

Two years ago, Burke ran for first selectman on the CT Tea Party line that he founded. But he 

didn't need signatures on a nominating certification because his party petitioned to get on the 

ballot. 

Av Harris, spokesman for the Secretary of the State's Office, said the election rules changes were 

enacted in July 2011 and the new language was added to the law on the CT General Assembly 

website. 
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Town clerks and voting registrars were notified in a nine-page memo on July 29, 2011.  

The memo detailed dozens of changes in statutes dealing with election rules. One of those 

changes expanded the information that minor parties must include in the list of nominations they 

file with the secretary of the state or the town clerk, whichever applies. "Specifically, the bill 

requires the certification to include not only a list of nominated candidates, but also (1) their 

names as they authorize them to appear on the ballot, (2) their signature, (3) their full address, 

and (4) the office and district for which each is nominated," the memo states. 

"We don't make the rules. We have to carry out the law as it is," Harris said. "It is the 

responsibility of the town clerks to see that the statutes are followed." 

Absentee ballots in most towns had to go to the printers this week, and clerks said they made the 

corrections required by the 2011 law. 

Lisa Bergh, town clerk for Bethel, said she accepted the CT Tea Party endorsements Sept. 4, but 

on Sept. 9 a local Republican brought it to her attention that the certificate endorsements lacked 

the needed signatures. She contacted the Secretary of the State's Office. 

State attorney Bernard Liu told Bergh on Sept. 13 that the tea party certificate was rejected and 

that Bethel was not the only town with the problem.  

Bergh was upset. 

"I always operate in a bipartisan manner and offer my assistance to all parties," she said. "I am 

upset for them. I would feel upset for any party facing this dilemma, and I did everything in my 

power to maintain the ballot as it was." 

The CT Tea Party had a full slate of candidates. Six were cross-endorsed, including by the town's 

other minority party, the Independent Party of CT, so those six will remain on the ballot. The 

other eight were not cross-endorsed, including Robert Crnic, who was running as a selectman 

candidate on the tea party line. 

"It's blatantly unfair," Crnic said. "I think the Secretary of the State's Office has the responsibility 

to alert town clerks and chairs of minority parties. They didn't do their due diligence." 

Ridgefield Town Clerk Barbara Serfilippi said she was angry as well, and she maintained the 

state hadn't kept her informed. She said the new chairman of the local independent party told her 

he had called the state for information about filing and was not provided the correct instructions. 

"It's very upsetting to have this happen," Serfilippi said. "It's really unfortunate. I've been in this 

job for 17 years and I've never had this situation come up before." 

Westport Town Clerk Patricia Strauss said she looking into her town's ballot documents. 
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She said Save Westport Now, a minority party that has been on the ballot for 20 years, did not 

have the signatures it needed on its endorsement for this election, but all their candidates have 

been cross-endorsed and will remain on the ballot. 

Easton had its own issues, with four candidates running as the Eastern Coalition who have to be 

removed from the ballot, including Town Clerk Derek Buckley. 

Buckley said the state office has an obligation to assist people and in other cases has counseled 

parties and candidates how to fix an incomplete form. 

"The bottom line is why are all these minority parties being knocked off the ballot? he asked. 

"That's the point." 
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