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Norwich registrars file complaint against 

Hinchey's consultant 

 
Democratic Norwich Mayoral candidate Deb Hinchey 

NORWICH — The state Elections Enforcement Commission is investigating a Sept. 18 

complaint lodged by Norwich's registrars of voters against a member of the General Assembly 

working as a political consultant to Democratic mayoral candidate Deb Hinchey. 

Republican registrar Dianne Slopak and her colleague, Democrat Dianne Daniels alleged that 

state Rep. Geoffrey Luxenberg, D-Manchester, co-owner of the consulting firm The Vinci 

Group, "displayed a negative and combative nature, repeatedly mentioning the possibility of 

lawsuits and complaints to the Elections Enforcement division if he didn't get his way." 

Since March 15, Hinchey has paid The Vinci Group more than $24,965 for its services. She is 

not mentioned in the complaint. 

"I would never allow anyone in my campaign to do anything illegal or against election law," 

Hinchey said. "I know no laws were broken, which is so important to me. I have complete faith 

in the people who work for me." 

Daniels, Slopak and Luxenberg confirmed the veracity of the complaint but all three said they 

did not provide the documentation to the newspaper. A phone call to the Elections Enforcement 

Commission Tuesday was not immediately returned. 



At issue are incidents that occurred within hours of each other on Sept. 9 — the day before a 

Democratic primary between Hinchey and fellow City Council member Charlie Jaskiewicz. 

Hinchey won the race. 

According to the complaint, Luxenberg called the registrar's office on behalf of two registered 

voters seeking an emergency application for absentee ballots. Each time, he raised his voice and 

demanded either registrar fulfill the request immediately. 

"He was attempting to intimidate us. He came here and started screaming at us," Slopak said. 

"We felt people should be aware of his kind of behavior. (Filing the complaint) was absolutely 

not politically motivated." 

One of the voters identified in the complaint did not want to comment when contacted by The 

Bulletin. Neither Daniels nor Slopak said Luxenberg used threats of physical violence, and did 

not reference any laws being broken. 

An emergency absentee ballot application can only be requested "because of unforeseen illness 

or physical disability occurring within six days before the close of the polls at an election, 

primary or referendum, or because they are patients in a hospital within a six day period," 

according to a description of the document on the Secretary of the State's website. 

The process also requires a person to specify who they want to deliver the ballot to them. 

According to the complaint, Luxenberg , whose 12th Assembly District covers Manchester, 

called the registrar's office several times on behalf of one of the voters. 

"She told me Mr. Luxenberg had been to her home three times regarding the absentee ballot and 

that she could not continue getting out of bed to handle Mr. Luxenberg's visits," the complaint 

asserts. "She asked me to notify Mr. Luxenberg that she did not want him to return again to her 

home." 

Jaskiewicz said he was not bothered by Hinchey using a consultant to compete, but questioned 

why she wasn't retaining local help to run the campaign. 

"If there's a complained filed against her or her consultant, let it go through the system. Let it be 

investigated," he said. 

Daniels provided The Bulletin with a 2-minute audio file of a Sept. 9 voicemail Luxenberg left 

with the city's registrar's office. The recording was included in the complaint as an "evidentiary 

attachment." 

"…this is serious, serious stuff…Voters' rights is a serious thing and if she is not able to vote 

because the registrar's office will not bring her an emergency ballot, you will definitely see us in 

court after this primary," he said. 

Luxenberg said Tuesday the Norwich complaint was a "politically motivated, baseless 

accusation." 



"My only hope is that the registrar's office will focus on its statutorily required duties as election 

officials between now and Nov. 5 so we can have a fair, honest election," he said. "I don't plan 

on communicating with them. I'm just focused on doing my job to get Deb Hinchey elected. The 

real sad truth is the registrar's office isn't focused on maintaining the integrity of the Norwich 

election." 

 


