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Test Tamperering Deserves An 'F' — For Fired 

State Probe: Hartford must act on meddling with Betances test results  
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Yes, as Hartford school board Chairman Matthew Poland said Thursday, it would have been 

good if the state investigation identified the person or persons who tampered with the 2013 

Connecticut Mastery Test results at the Betances Early Reading Lab School. But the state 

investigation made public this week did confirm that the tampering took place on a CMT test 

given earlier this year. The probe also appears to have narrowed the field of possible culprits. 

It's now up to Hartford, working with the state, to find those responsible and send them into 

another line of work. Adults changing children's test results to falsely inflate a school's rating or 

win a bonus for themselves is venal and cynical, an injustice to the children and their families. 

Safeguard 

Things appeared to be looking up at Betances. In 2011, only 19 percent of third-graders at the 

pre-K-to-3 school achieved the state's reading goal, but in 2012, the number shot up to 74 

percent, by far the most dramatic improvement by any Hartford school. Bonuses of up to $2,500 

were awarded to teachers; school Principal Immacula Didier received a $10,000 bonus from the 

district, The Courant reported. 

It wasn't the jump in the scores that attracted the attention of state officials to this year's reading 

test, it was a safeguard put into place because of a test-tampering incident at a Waterbury school 

in 2011. After that, the State Department of Education began checking the frequency and type of 

erasures on tests. This year's survey flagged Betances with an abnormally high number of rubbed 

out and changed answers on the third-grade reading mastery test. Twenty-seven of 42 test 

booklets were over the norm for erasures, or about 64 percent. The next highest number in 

Hartford was 15 percent. 

Further analysis found a disproportionately high number of erased answers changed from wrong 

to right. Investigators from the law firm of Siegel, O'Connor, O'Donnell & Beck, who also 



investigated the Waterbury case, followed up with interviews with teacher and students. 

Teachers were "very surprised" to see that certain struggling students were able to change two 

dozen or more answers, all or nearly all from wrong to right. One test had 31 erasures, nearly 

half the 64 bubble-answer questions. Some students interviewed said they didn't believe they had 

made the changes they were shown in their test booklets. 

The report says that Ms. Didier, Linda Liss-Bronstein, the school's literacy coach and dean of 

professional development, and a custodian were the only school employees with keys to the 

secure storage closet where CMT materials were kept. The janitor said he never went into the 

closet. Ms. Didier and Ms. Liss-Bronstein had custody of the completed booklets and reviewed 

them for such things as stray lines or double answers before forwarding them to the central 

office, the report says. The report does not accuse them of changing answers. 

No Excuse 

Hartford Superintendent Christina Kishimoto announced that the district will now investigate; 

state board officials pledged to help. Teachers or principals caught changing test answers can be 

subject to decertification; if educators are found responsible at Betances, that should be the 

result. There's no excuse for this. 

While test tampering incidents are rare in Connecticut, they crop up around the country with 

some regularity. Some believe tampering is a result of too much emphasis on "high stakes" 

testing, a premise hard to affirm. Testing is necessary to measure student progress, hopefully 

toward the goal of learning. 

On the plus side, schools around the state will be moving to computer-based testing over the next 

two years as the new Common Core curriculum is adopted. That will eliminate at least this kind 

of malfeasance. 
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