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  Merrill, state’s top voting official, wants early ballots 
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NEW HAVEN >> Secretary of the State Denise Merrill wants as many people to vote as 

possible; among those ways are early voting or no-fault absentee balloting. 

Both of those methods, she believes, will draw in those under 35, who are least likely to vote. 

“Most other states, you don’t need an excuse to get an absentee ballot,” she told the New Haven 

Register’s editorial board Wednesday. 

However, both single-day voting and requirements for absentee balloting are enshrined in the 

state Constitution. The General Assembly has approved the changes twice, as is required, and 

now the constitutional question will be on the 2014 state ballot. 

Then the issue goes back to the legislature to figure out how to set it up. 

There are kinks in the early-ballot system. “People feel they get preyed upon by unscrupulous 

candidates or parties,” Merrill said, and there have been abuses in the past of poll workers filling 

out absentee ballots. “We’d really have to look at a different system, one that’s more simple,” 

she said. 

One innovation that Merrill opposes so far is online voting (though not online registration). “I am 

very skeptical of that” because of the potential of fraud and hacking. Pilot programs in West 

Virginia and for military in the District of Columbia have shown online voting is not ready for a 

wide roll-out, she said. 

Merrill named several initiatives she has implemented since her election in 2010: Election Day 

registration, online voter registration and emergency preparation. Also, “Our app just went on so 
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you can now register from your iPhone,” she said. Merrill also proposed an Election Integrity 

Bill with oversight over ordering ballots. She said the job’s “been a lot different than I thought it 

would be” because of the national interest in voting rights. 

Saying “My biggest priority (is) getting more people to vote,” Merrill said her office has “been 

working (with) a number of community groups on this issue. They have to feel like their votes 

count. … They don’t see the connection between political life and their lives,” especially on the 

municipal level. 

She lamented that there is no civics component to the new Common Core curriculum. “I believe 

civics is disappearing from the schools,” she said. “It’s not on the test.” There is now a half-

credit government course required, but Merrill believe such education should start early. 

Local activism is key, she said, naming Madres Latina in Waterbury, who got a new school by 

organizing. 

Merrill defended a billboard two years ago with her photo on it saying “Secretary of the State 

Denise Merrill reminds you to … VOTE.” “I like to think I put a bit of a human face on 

elections. … They want someone who’s publicly accountable to the people.” Now that she’s a 

candidate for re-election, the billboards are gone, she said. 

On the business side of her office, Merrill said she has set up a business start-up tool on the 

website, www.ct.gov/sots, and is cleaning up the registry of 80,000 businesses that are defunt — 

so-called zombie businesses. These are ripe for potential identify theft, she said, but are still 

required to pay an annual business-entity tax. She wants to eliminate the “death tax” a 

corporation must pay when it goes out of business, which may reduce the number of 

unaccounted-for closed corporations. 

Call Ed Stannard at 203-789-5743. Have questions, feedback or ideas about our news coverage? 

Connect directly with the editors of the New Haven Register at AskTheRegister.com.  
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