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Absentee ballots spark election complaint in 

Colchester 

A complaint citing irregularities in the way some absentee ballot applications were filled out has 

been filed with the town clerk after the 2014-15 budget narrowly passed on the third try in 

Colchester. 

Resident Joyce A. Maine submitted a written challenge to referendum moderator Denise Mizla, a 

Republican, and Town Clerk Nancy Bray, a Democrat, on Thursday. The complaint cited various 

perceived errors on some absentee ballot applications, including the failure to check off the 

reason for the absentee ballot request. 

There were 90 absentee ballots cast for the referendum, Bray said. 

Maine, a Republican, cited problems with 24 of the applications. In addition to blank check 

boxes on some, she said issues included crossed-out signatures, misplaced signatures and the 

lack of a clerk-issued serial number. 

“It should be duly noted that during the recount, the moderator observed and ruled two absentee 

ballot applications were invalid, bringing the margin of the Board of Education referendum vote 

to one,” Maine wrote in her challenge letter. “After subsequent review of the absentee ballot 

applications, it has revealed more invalid and questionable applications.” 

Bray said First Selectman Stan Soby has been in contact with the town attorney for an opinion on 

the questions brought up in the complaint. 

Soby, citing attorney-client privilege, declined to discuss any details of the conversation. 

“The statutory requirement is that the form be completed and that the person identifies, under 

penalty of perjury, that they can’t vote at the polls that day,” Soby said. “It is my understanding 

that each individual that applied completed what was required under the statute. 

“The process is to franchise people, not disenfranchise them,” Soby said. 
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James McNair III, who was elected to the finance board in 2013 as a member of the Colchester 

Independent Party, said state statutes are very specific about who can apply for an absentee 

ballot. 

“You’re not saying these people don’t have the right to vote,” he said. 

State law has six reasons meriting absentee ballots: active service in the armed forces; being out 

of town for the duration of voting; illness; disability; religious tenets forbidding secular activity 

on the day of voting; or the performance of election-related duties at a polling place other than 

one’s own for the duration of voting. 

Av Harris, spokesman for Connecticut Secretary of the State Denise Merrill, said an application 

cannot be considered legal without one of those reasons being checked off. 

“If it doesn’t have that information, the voter has essentially not stated a constitutional reason 

why they need an absentee ballot,” Harris said. 

But challenges to absentee ballot applications are not the jurisdiction of the department of the 

Secretary of the State, Harris said: “That would be up to the court of law.” 

Maine said she would like to prevent such a scenario from playing out again, and her preference 

is that the complaint be addressed at the town level. 

“We have errors here,” she said. “We’d like someone to look at them. It’s not about a ‘yes’ or a 

‘no’ vote. It’s about errors.” 

An addendum filed on July 7 by Maine requested a written response to the challenge. 
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