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Voters could one day have their names checked off electronic electoral rolls in federal elections 

but are unlikely to be casting ballots over the internet any time soon. 

Acting Australian Electoral Commissioner Tom Rogers said yesterday he acknowledged that 

“many aspects of the conduct of the 2013 election were manifestly unacceptable’’ and he was 

trying to drive cultural change to restore trust. 

“We do have a significant job ahead of us as we go back to basics and focus on our most critical 

task, successfully, reliably and safely delivering the next federal election,’’ he told a 

parliamentary committee. 

Mr Rogers also revealed that he would be keen to conduct police checks on polling staff and 

investigate the use of electronic rolls but he was worried about whether the AEC could safely 

implement electronic voting. 

Earlier this week, the Communications Department recommended MPs back an e-voting trial. 

Mr Rogers said the West Australian Senate vote bungle — 1370 ballots were lost during a 

recount and an unprecedented state Senate rerun election was ordered — had forced the AEC to 

confront the biggest single issue in its modern history. 

He said the AEC was undertaking a fundamental review and “running in a number of different 

directions to try and make sure that we’ve got the basics right’’. 

“I would have to be honest with you and say I’m concerned about our ability to introduce some 

form of electronic voting safely,’’ Mr Rogers said. “We could introduce something. It may not 

be great. We may be back in a sort-of WA situation if we’re not careful in a short space of 

time.’’ 

Electronic rolls were used for the Griffith by-election in a trial earlier this year, at a cost of 

$1400 per polling place compared with $50 for a printed roll. 

Mr Rogers said he wanted to explore the use of electronic lists, as “that is really the next 

technical area that we would like to head in but I’m conscious that this is a matter for the 

committee’’. 

He revealed that for the rerun of the West Australian Senate election, he conducted character and 

police checks on as many polling staff as possible, and a small number were eliminated. 



“Whether we could police-check 80,000 polling staff at the time of a federal election within a 

couple of weeks is something that we are just looking at the moment,’’ Mr Rogers said. “It may 

well be that we do a subset’’. 

This article originally appeared on The Australian. 
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