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HARTFORD — Registrars' failure to deliver voting lists on time to several polling places 

Tuesday morning prompted confusion, anger and a lingering, urgent question: How could this 

happen? 

"Do you have any comment?" Superior Court Judge Carl Schuman asked a lawyer for the city 

during a hastily called hearing on the state Democratic Party's request to extend voting in the city 

until 9 p.m. to compensate for the problems. 

The lawyer had no comment. Schuman called the situation "intolerable in a democracy." He then 

extended voting until 8:30 p.m. at Batchelder School and United Methodist Church, finding that 

voters were not offered alternatives to cast their ballots in the absence of voter lists. 

After the polls at the United Methodist Church on Farmington Avenue closed at 8:30, a poll 

worker said about five or six people had voted between 8 and 8:30. 

Yet the polling place was buzzing with activity, with election officials, lawyers and poll runners 

milling about. Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman stopped by to greet those voters who come out in the 

extra half hour. 

Katie Olson, a 27-year-old nurse, was glad for the extra half hour. "It's my civic duty," she said. 

"I would have tried my best to get out of work on time so I could make it before 8 but ... if they 

weren't here till 8:30, I wouldn't have made it ... so I lucked out." 

Across the street, a small group of protesters held signs objecting to the extra half hour. James 

Keyser, 36, of Bridgeport, said he felt compelled to stand outside the Hartford polling place to 

express his displeasure at how the election has been handled. 

"This is Connecticut," Keyser said. "It's not a banana republic. ... There are rules and you've got 

to play by them. If there's incompetence with either the secretary of the state or the registrars of 

voters, then these people need to be shown the door. There were laws that weren't followed here 

... and someone needs to be held accountable." 

A handful of people turned up at Batchelder School on New Britain Avenue after 8 p.m. to cast 

their votes. Gov. Dannel P. Malloy greeted them in the parking lot, shaking hands and posing for 

pictures. Other Democrats, including state Rep. Edwin Vargas, Sen. John Fonfara and city 

Councilman David MacDonald also welcomed voters. 



Darlene Funnye, who lives on Hollywood Avenue, said the extra half-hour gave her the 

opportunity to vote. 

"I couldn't get here this morning, so it kind of worked out for me," she said after voting. "I 

wanted my vote to count." 

If not for the extension of time, "I wouldn't have been able to make it," Funnye said. 

The problem was discovered early Tuesday morning, when people who showed up at polling 

places in the heavily Democratic city learned that workers didn't have voter registration lists to 

check off names — a failure of "Election 101," according to one state official. 

City election officials did not offer a detailed explanation of what went wrong. Hartford 

Republican Registrar Sheila N. Hall said election workers were busy dealing with about 2,000 

absentee ballots Monday night and were not allowed to work past 7 p.m. Democratic Registrar 

Olga Vazquez would say only, "The plan that was put into place was not executed correctly." 

Vazquez said that she did not know what time the official enrollment list of voters arrived at 

each Hartford polling location, but that they were not ready to be distributed by her office until 

about 5:15 a.m. 

Secretary of the State Denise Merrill announced that she was filing a complaint with the State 

Elections Enforcement Commission against the Hartford registrars for "gross misconduct." 

Mayor Pedro Segarra said that the error was "inexcusable," and that the city would launch its 

own investigation into what happened. 

"We have a city that is very poor economically," Segarra said. "We have a lot of poverty in our 

city. The one thing that our residents have which is of equal wealth to anyone else in this state is 

their vote, and we need to protect that." 

Schuman ruled after the state Democratic Party sought a court order to extend voting for one 

hour in at least 10 of 24 polling places. While attorneys for Malloy argued that some polling 

places didn't open for at least an hour and a half, attorneys for Republican challenger Tom Foley 

argued there was no way to know how many people returned to vote or to prove how widespread 

the problem may have been. 

Schuman relied on the testimony of two attorneys, polling place volunteers, who said they saw 

people leave Batchelder School and United Methodist Church without voting. Democrat witness 

John Gale, a Hartford attorney, testified that he went to his polling place at the United Methodist 

Church, arriving at about 6:10 a.m. It soon became clear, Gale said, that the voting lists had not 

been delivered. Several people announced — loudly enough for anyone to hear and using 

expletives — that they were leaving, Gale said. 



"It is clear that the lack of registration lists impacted dozens of people's right to vote and that it is 

entirely the fault of the city's registrar of voters and not the voters who arrived at 6 a.m.," 

Schuman said. 

Because Hartford is so heavily Democratic, Republicans said they were concerned that 

Democrats would take advantage of extended polling to mobilize more voters. 

"We have a high level of concern about a repeat of the fiasco in Bridgeport in 2010," Republican 

State Chairman Jerry Labriola said. 

In 2010, a state judge extended voting hours in Bridgeport because the city ran out of ballots and 

people weren't allowed to vote. But Labriola said the issues were different in Hartford, where 

problems were resolved early in the morning. 

"We are pleased that the judge realized the gravity of the situation that people were denied their 

right to vote," Malloy's attorney, William Bloss, said. "He drew a line that is a very defensible, 

very reasonable place to draw it." 

Attorney Herbert Shepardson, who represented Foley, said the judge tried to balance rights of 

voters with the candidates' interests. 

"He tried to carve out a reasonable solution while being fair to everyone," Shepardson said. 

"The Hartford situation is serious and unacceptable," said Av Harris, spokesman for the secretary 

of the state's office. "Preparing voter lists, printing them out, and distributing them to polling 

places before the polls open at 6 o'clock in the morning is essential to running an election. … 

This is Election 101." 

Merrill said Tuesday night that Hartford registrars violated as many as four state laws, including 

failing to properly prepare and open polls and failure to properly prepare the voter registration 

list. 

"It is unconscionable to our office that the steps were not taken in advance of voters arriving at 

the polling places this morning, leading some voters to be turned away from the polls and others 

to leave in frustration," Merrill said in a statement. "This should never happen in Connecticut or 

anywhere." 

Courant Staff Writers Daniela Altimari and Jenna Carlesso contributed to this story. 
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