
Canvass Board refuses to certify Boulder 

County election results 

Clerk and Recorder Hillary Hall: Board majority is "purely 

political" 

By Alex Burness 

Camera Staff Writer 

Posted:   11/21/2014 07:57:01 PM MST | Updated:   12 days ago 

 

For the third time since 2012, a majority of the Boulder County Canvass Board has voted not to 

certify the all-mail results of Nov. 4, citing, among other allegations, Colorado's "bogus" 

signature verification process, which some board members say presents potentially unreliable 

data.  

County Clerk and Recorder Hillary Hall, meanwhile, called the move "purely political, without 

basis and out of line." 

The Canvass Board is tasked with ensuring the total number of ballots counted on Election Day 

does not exceed the total number of ballots cast. It is also responsible for certifying the official 

abstract of votes, which, in this case, is due to Secretary of State Scott Gessler on Monday. 

Its recommendation came on a 4-3 vote and was formally submitted Friday afternoon in a letter 

to Gessler, who has final say on the matter and rejected similar suggestions from the board 

majority after the 2012 general election and this year's primary. 

"We are aware of underlying fundamental problems that exist and cause us to have no 

confidence that the numbers of 'voters who voted' by mail are actually eligible in their 

jurisdiction," the letter reads. "The reason is simple: The signature verification process is bogus." 

The four majority members are Mary Eberle and James Remmert, both of the American 

Constitution Party, and Republicans Dick Murphy and Marty Neilson. The minority comprises 

three Democrats: Hall, Pat Feeser and Paul Geissler. 

Friday's letter to the secretary of state does not argue that the number of ballots counted by Hall's 

office on Election Day (144,333) exceeds the number of ballots cast (145,759), but it does allege 

possible inaccuracies in the counting process.  



"The files and records provided to the board by the Clerk and Recorder contain some of the data 

that would be needed to complete a canvass, but there is insufficient time for the board to have 

the data transcribed from the various reports into an electronic format for evaluation," it reads. 

In this and in past elections, the majority writes, the Canvass Board has specifically requested 

ballot data be made available in three standard formats that, unlike PDFs, would allow for 

mathematical analysis, including Microsoft Excel. They say they've been repeatedly denied on 

that front. (Mircalla Wozniak, a spokeswoman for the Clerk and Recorder, says they do, in fact, 

provide the data in Excel.) 

The majority claims it "cannot even assure the public that the ... vote-counting system operated 

correctly during the election" because Hall's audit was performed on re-scanned mail ballots. 

That particular gripe underscores the majority's main beef is with the state balloting system, not 

that of Boulder County. 

In a Friday news release, Hall argued that the Canvass Board's decision not to certify the results 

was nothing more than a baseless political ploy. 

"Our election vote reconciliation and audit show that the Boulder County election results are 

accurate," she said. "The Board members who chose not to certify are doing so as they simply do 

not like mail ballots or the process of how elections are conducted in Colorado. If they had their 

way, they would require everyone to vote on one day and show an ID with no exception." 

Hall praised the county's election judges and noted that Colorado had the fourth highest voter 

turnout in the nation, evidence to her opinion that "our new election model is working." 

"It is unfortunate and frankly a disservice to the voters of Boulder County," she added, "that once 

again the Canvass Board chose to operate outside the boundaries of their duties. ... As has 

occurred in the last two elections, we anticipate that after the Secretary of State reviews the 

material, the election will be certified." 

Boulder County Elections Coordinator Molly Tayer said Gessler's ruling is unlikely to arrive 

before Thanksgiving. 
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