
Testimony Begins In Hartford's Investigation 

Of Election Day Poll Problems 

 
Hartford voters (left to right) Lydia Bedraza, and Shanika Lopez, with her son Shane Palmer, 5, 

cast their ballots in Hartford's City Hall polling station on Election Day. (Mark Mirko / Hartford 

Courant) 

By Jenna Carlesso contact the reporter 

Testimony begins in City of Hartford's investigation of Election Day poll problems 

HARTFORD — A committee charged with investigating Election Day mishaps began hearing 

testimony Monday, with employees from the Town and City Clerk's Office and the Secretary of 

the State's Office raising concerns about discrepancies in numbers reported by the city. 

Ross Garber, one of two attorneys working for the committee, said that in addition to 

determining what went wrong, the group is looking into whether reports were submitted on time 

by the city and whether the reports were accurate. 

"There is a question about the accuracy of the election reports," Garber said. 

People were unable to vote at as many as 10 polling places when they opened at 6 a.m. on 

Election Day because voter registration lists were not delivered on time. Voters had to wait more 
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than an hour at certain locations, and some left without voting, prompting the Democratic Party 

to seek extended hours. 

A Superior Court judge eventually ordered two polling places to remain open an extra half hour. 

Secretary of the State Denise Merrill and Gov. Dannel P. Malloy were among those who could 

not immediately cast their votes. 

Most of the testimony Monday was based on emails circulated among employees of the clerk's 

office and registrars' office, election reports and other documents. Ted Bromley, a staff attorney 

in the elections division of the Secretary of the State's Office, said the total number of people 

checked off as having voted was inconsistent in documents submitted by the city. 

Records displayed at the hearing showed different numbers on various pages of the Hartford 

reports. Additionally, when filing the original head moderator's return, Bromley testified, city 

officials submitted the wrong form. 

Asked if any of the city's three registrars had reached out to the Secretary of the State's Office for 

help prior to Election Day, Bromley replied: "Not that I'm aware of." 

Town and City Clerk John Bazzano and an employee of his office, Eric Lusa, testified that they 

were concerned about discrepancies in the reporting of absentee votes. Although meetings were 

held at which Bazzano and Lusa went over the discrepancies with Working Families Registrar 

Urania Petit and Head Moderator Martin Jones, Bazzano still expressed reservation when 

submitting a listing of official returns by voting district on Nov. 26. 

In an email to the Secretary of the State's Office, Bazzano wrote: "I am required by state law to 

file these returns with your office by no later than 21 days following the November 4th election. 

However, I do have some concerns between the total number of Absentee Ballots cast and the 

total number being reported." 

Asked Monday if the discrepancies were ever rectified, Bazzano responded: "I cannot say." 

Election workers had told The Courant in November that they didn't begin checking off absentee 

voters from registration lists until the day before the election — a job that typically is finished 

days earlier. The employees said they didn't complete that task until less than an hour before 

polls were to open, causing voter lists to arrive late. 

But Lusa said Monday that when the workers left to deliver the voter lists to the polls, 150 

absentee ballots still had not been checked off. 

"If the check off is not complete, you run the risk of letting people vote twice," Lusa said. 

Peter Condon, a reproduction and graphics manager for the city, was tasked with printing the 

voter lists. He told the panel Monday that he didn't finish getting the lists together until the 

evening of Oct. 31 because additional covers had to be printed, and because Democratic 



Registrar of Voters Olga Vazquez wanted the books divided up alphabetically by street name, 

the first time such a request had been made. 

After his testimony, he said that the timetable for producing the books was later than usual. He 

said he initially had trouble accessing a drive that contained the voter lists. 

Condon said he tried to deliver the voter lists to the registrars of voters' office at 8 a.m. on Nov. 

1, a Saturday, but no one was there. He returned at 10 a.m. and gave the books to Vazquez, he 

said. 

Employees with the city clerk's office testified that their office was open special hours that day, 

from 9 a.m. to noon, but no one came by to check off the absentees. 

It wasn't until around 3 p.m. on Nov. 3 — the day before the election — that the workers showed 

up to begin checking off absentee voters, they said. 

Testimony is expected to continue Tuesday. The committee must submit a report of its findings 

by Dec. 31. 
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