
Agenda: Toward A More Open Government 

This is the fourth in The Courant's series on what it hopes the state and capital city achieve in 

2015. You can see all the agendas at courant.com/opinion. 

Investigative Subpoena 

U.S. prosecutors snagged another big fish in 2014: disgraced former Gov. John G. Rowland, who 

was convicted — again — on federal political corruption charges. It's no secret why most of the 

high-profile scalps are taken by the feds in Connecticut: They can compel testimony. State 

prosecutors can't. 

State prosecutors are outmatched in their own backyard because several decades ago nervous 

state lawmakers took away their investigative subpoena power. Legislators should return it to 

them. Why not ramp up the firepower against crime? 

Open Primaries 

The Republican and Democratic parties should open up their primary elections to unaffiliated 

voters. The result would be more moderate nominees, higher voter turnout, rejuvenated parties. 

cComments  

 I voted for Malloy the first time but after his first four years I realized that he was not 

interested in "open government". Malloy and company have been sneaky, underhanded 

and secretive. By the way, I'm a Democrat. Maybe if we get someone else in the 

governor's office we... 

RICHARD PIECZARKA 
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In Connecticut, there are 414,000 registered Republicans, 741,000 registered Democrats — and 

an impressive 842,000 unaffiliated voters. Whichever party opens up to the huge swath of the 

uncommitted will be the party of the future. 

Do-Over for Early Voting 

It's a shame that voters turned down a ballot question that would have removed rigid language in 

the state constitution that restricts voting to just one day and the voter to one polling place. 

Lawmakers should put the question on the ballot again. 
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The measure would have permitted the General Assembly to authorize early voting, no-excuse 

absentee voting and voting by mail — reforms that make voting more convenient for busy 

people and increase turnout. 

Thirty-four states have early voting, which means the polls are open longer hours or for days 

before Election Day. Any of these reforms would have been an antidote to the kind of official 

incompetence that shortened voting hours in Hartford on Nov. 4. 

Close The Cash Spigot 

A tide of outside money is polluting Connecticut's once-landmark Citizens Election Program. 

The General Assembly must close the cash spigot. 

The CEP grants public funds to candidates for state office who raise a small amount of 

qualifying money privately. Unfortunately, a self-serving change in the law last year has 

undermined the CEP's defenses against the corrupting influence of outside money. The 2013 law 

allows unlimited expenditures by party committees on candidates for legislature or statewide 

office. Place a reasonable cap on those expenditures. 

The 2013 law also raised contribution limits from $5,000 to $10,000 for individual private 

donors giving to party committees. Put back the $5,000 cap. 

Most important, regulators must crack down on money donated by state contractors. They are 

forbidden by law from contributing directly to state campaigns. Democrats tried to get around 

the ban by filtering contractor money through their state party's federal account and then 

spending it on a mailing for Gov. Dannel P. Malloy's campaign. It won't wash. 

Are Watchdogs Toothless? 

In Mr. Malloy's first year as governor, the so-called watchdog agencies — including the 

Freedom of Information Commission, the state Elections Enforcement Commission and the 

Office of State Ethics — were thrown together under one roof. They lost budget. They lost staff. 

They were put under the direction of a gubernatorial appointee. 

After three years, it's fair to ask how consolidation is working for these important agencies that 

work diligently on the public's behalf to hold government accountable. Can they keep up with 

the flow of complaints? Are they subject to undue influence? Should they become stand-alone 

agencies again? 

The state auditors or the legislature's Program Review and Investigations Committee should take 

a look. 
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