
Report Hits Hartford Registrars For 

'Dereliction Of Duty' 

 
Hartford voters Lydia Bedraza, left, and Shanika Lopez, with her son Shane Palmer, 5, cast their 

ballots in City Hall. (Mark Mirko) 

By Jenna Carlesso contact the reporter 

Report could be first step toward Hartford registrars' ouster 

Attorney's report slams Hartford registrars for 'dereliction of duty' 

HARTFORD — An attorney hired by the city council returned charges against Hartford's three 

registrars of voters Tuesday that could lead to their removal. 

PDF: Attorney's Report On Hartford Registrars 

Attorney Ross Garber, who assisted an investigation late last year into the registrars' office after 

problems on Election Day delayed voting at some polling places, wrote in a draft resolution that 

the registrars "committed the acts and omissions set forth in the … Articles of Removal, some or 

all of which may constitute neglect or dereliction of official duty … warranting their removal 

from office." 
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If adopted by a majority of the council, the charges would become formal, and would mark the 

first step in the removal process. 

Garber found that Democratic registrar Olga Vazquez failed to sufficiently train and supervise 

poll workers; ensure polling locations were properly staffed and equipped to administer the 

election; properly and timely prepare the final voter registry lists; request and obtain assistance; 

file the final voter registry lists with the town clerk by Oct. 29; and conduct the absentee ballot 

checkoff in a manner that would ensure its completion in sufficient time. 

He also found that Vazquez stopped the absentee ballot checkoff the night before Election Day, 

even though the checkoff was not completed; didn't provide moderators with materials by 8 p.m. 

on the eve of the election; failed to ensure the delivery of registry books to polling places before 

the polls opened; failed to open the polls by 6 a.m. on Election Day; did not attend a statutorily 

required meeting to review the election returns, and identify and correct any errors; did not to 

thoroughly investigate, identify and correct errors in the final head moderator's return filed with 

the secretary of the state; and failed to communicate effectively with city officials, including 

refusing to read correspondence sent to her by the Working Families Party registrar. 

That party's registrar, Urania Petit, was charged in nine of the 13 articles brought against 

Vazquez, and Republican Registrar Sheila Hall was charged in 10. 

If the council accepts the charges, it would schedule hearings at which the registrars could call 

and cross-examine witnesses, officials said. 

After the hearings, the council would vote whether to remove any of the registrars. Seven of the 

nine council members would have to in favor of removal for it to pass, officials said. 

"I trust that the system will be fair and they'll get an opportunity to defend themselves," said 

Councilman Joel Cruz, co-chairman of a committee that oversaw the investigation into the 

registrars' office. 

"I think we're finally moving in the right direction," he said Tuesday. . 

On Election Day, people were unable to vote at as many as 10 polling locations when they 

opened at 6 a.m. because the voter lists were not delivered on time. Voters waited more than an 

hour at some polling places, and some left without voting, prompting the Democratic Party to 

seek extended hours. 

A Superior Court judge eventually ordered that two polling places remain open for an extra half-

hour. 

Election workers told The Courant in November that they didn't begin checking off absentee 

voters from registration lists until the day before the election — a job that typically is finished 

days earlier. 



The employees said they didn't complete that task until less than an hour before polls were to 

open, causing voter lists to arrive late. Absentee voters are crossed off the lists to prevent people 

from voting again at the polls. 

The committee formed to investigate the Election Day issues found numerous errors on the part 

of the registrars that caused polls to open late. 

 


