
State praises New Haven’s same-day voter 

registration 

Connecticut Secretary of the State Denise Merrill, far left, presents a citation to the city of New 

Haven Friday in recognition of the city successfully accommodating more than 600 Election Day 

voter registrations. Mayor Toni Harp is at far right. Peter Hvizdak — New Haven Register  
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NEW HAVEN >> Secretary of the State Denise Merrill swung by City Hall Friday to deliver a 

citation honoring the fact that New Haven accommodated the most Election Day voter 

registrations out of any Connecticut municipality, totaling more than 600. 

“Election Day registration is designed to increase voter participation and the last election was the 

state’s first big one,” Merrill said as she stood alongside Mayor Toni Harp, City Clerk Michael 

Smart and staffers from the registrar’s office. “More than 14,000 were able to vote who wouldn’t 

have been able to otherwise, because they had not been on the list for whatever reason, and chose 

to recognize their right to vote on Election Day.” 

http://www.nhregister.com/government-and-politics/20150220/state-praises-new-havens-same-day-voter-registration#author1
http://www.ct.gov/sots/site/default.asp


Merrill said New Haven’s final tally for same-day registrations was 616 but acknowledged that 

many were turned away once the 8 p.m. deadline hit. She said several proposals have been 

introduced in the state legislature that are aimed at speeding up the same-day registration 

process. 
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According to Merrill, the reason it took so much time to register is because lawmakers were 

careful to “put in a lot of processes we may not need in the future,” due to concerns of voter 

fraud. 

As the state hones its same-day registration policy, Merrill said voters may someday be able to 

register while standing in line via an online system. 

“I really think we need to come up-to-date with our technology,” she added. 

Harp said there is “no greater advocate” for increasing voter access than Merrill. 

“Today our task is to greater refined the procedures,” Harp noted. “More than 600 registered and 

that unanticipated demand became a big job to handle but in the end our folks did a fabulous 

job.” 

Merrill pointed out that people who waited in line were overall very patient. 

“The good news is so many came out to vote,” she said. “That’s why I’m here today to give New 

Haven a citation for its performance on the city’s very first try. We had no idea how many would 

come out.” 

Call Evan Lips at 203-680-9367. 
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