
Expulsion hearing leaves bad feelings in 

Brookfield GOP 

Chris Mascaro 

Updated 11:42 pm, Friday, April 10, 2015  

  

Larry Miller during a hearing called by the Brookfield Republican registrar of voters, 

Tom Dunkerton, to decide if Miller and his wife, Jane Miller, both of Brookfield, should 

remain members of the Republican party. Held on Thursday night, April 9, 2015 at the 

town hall of Brookfield, Conn. Citing the MillerâÄôs âÄúlack of good-faith party 

affiliationâÄù under a little-used provision of Connecticut state law, Republican registrar 

of voters Tom Dunkerton summoned the Millers to the hearing. Photo: H John Voorhees 
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BROOKFIELD -- Thursday night's hearing on whether Jane and Larry Miller should be expelled 

from the local Republican Party provoked a range of feelings in the audience of 75, from anger 

and disbelief to humor. 

The hearing had been called by Republican Registrar of Voters Tom Dunkerton, whose case 

against the Millers included evidence that they had supported candidates and causes that don't 

mesh with those of the local GOP, and in Jane Miller's case run on a Democratic slate.  
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But most of those attending seemed to support the embattled couple, giggling and laughing at 

some of the accusations against them. One witness on their behalf likened the hearing to "a 

theater of the absurd." 

"If someone wants to say that, it's their prerogative," retorted town GOP Chairman Matt Grimes, 

who with Dunkerton will have the final say over the Millers' future in the party. "The hearing 

was held in accordance with the statute, and we conducted it appropriately. I don't think it's a 

laughing matter." 

Neither did Jane Miller, who declared herself a staunch Republican, whatever others might think. 

"People need to know what they're proposing to do is take away my ability to vote in primaries 

for president, senators, governor and even special elections," she said after the three-and-a-half-

hour hearing.  

"This isn't something that anyone should think is funny. They're using something that's happened 

in this community to affect my ability and my husband's ability to vote in the United States." 

Mark Ferry, who said he re-registered as a Republican the day of the hearing so he could speak 

as a witness, said Grimes himself is responsible for some of the dissension within the party. 

"Mr. Grimes sits there very arrogant, thinking he can say whatever he wants, and he's going to 

kick us all out," Ferry said. "What this Republican Town Committee has done is gotten a lot of 

people back into politics to shut them down, and they are clueless to it."  

Victor Katz called the proceedings "Brookfield's version of the Nazi regime." 

"If you look at what happened in Nazi Germany, any dissenting vote would be shut down and 

silenced," he said. "Same thing (in the) Soviet Union. Anybody who didn't agree went to Gulag 

in Siberia.  

"That's very extreme, but this is our version," Katz said. "A much softer version, more civilized, 

but nonetheless the concept still applies." 

Grimes bristled at the comparisons, saying Katz's comments were "completely out of line." 

Dunkerton declined to comment after the hearing. He and Grimes are expected to render a 

decision "within days," Grimes said. 

"I'm going to be taking my role as a hearing officer very seriously," he said Friday. "I'm one of 

two votes in this process, and I'll make a decision based on what I heard. We tried to run a fair 

hearing, and I think we accomplished that." 

In the event he and Dunkerton split their votes, the Millers likely will remain in the party, 

Grimes said. 
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He added the only comments he heard on the subject Friday were from people who weren't 

aware Jane Miller was still in the party. 

"A few people were surprised she was still a Republican," he said, "because I guess they don't 

follow it very closely." 
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