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U.S. Attorney Deirdre M. Daly should have her eye on an election finance probe that's being 

stalled by the Malloy administration. 

Are Connecticut Democrats stonewalling election investigation? 

You do not need to call the FBI's corruption tip line to let Special Agent Patty Ferrick and U.S. 

Attorney Deirdre Daly know what's going on. They can probably see from their offices that 

something is wrong with what's happened to the State Election Enforcement Commission's 

investigation of Connecticut Democrats' role in assisting Gov. Dannel P. Malloy's 2014 re-

election campaign. 

To see what happens when a state investigation of high-ranking officials stalls and federal law 

enforcement agencies swoop in to take charge, just look across Connecticut's western border into 

New York. In 2013, Gov. Andrew Cuomo established a commission to investigate corruption in 

state government. The commission was vested with a lot of power and began to use it. 

The commission, The New York Times reported last year, issued many subpoenas, including one 

to a firm that produced ads for Cuomo's 2010 campaign for governor and also did work for the 

state Democratic Party. According to the Times, a high-ranking Cuomo aide contacted one the 

three co-chairmen of the investigating commission and told him to "pull back" the subpoena. It 

was withdrawn. 

After less than a year, Cuomo terminated the work of the commission — about halfway through 

its intended term. At the time, the action caused considerable comment and some dismay. New 

York's legislature is notoriously corrupt, but no law enforcement agency had been able to crack 

its upper levels. The Times' own investigation of the commission found a lot of meddling by 

Cuomo's office. 

Whether the governor had the right to interfere with the commission's work is a matter of debate 

in New York. Not in dispute is that Preet Bharara, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of 

New York did not like what he saw happening in Albany. It looked like the commission was 

terminated because it was doing its job too well. People in Albany were getting nervous. 

Bharara did what federal prosecutors often do. He saw a state investigation of corruption falter 

and stepped in. He took over and turbocharged it the way only a U.S. attorney can. So far this 

year, Bharara has indicted on corruption charges two of the three most powerful figures in state 

government, the speaker of the House and the Senate majority leader. Both have resigned, 

though each maintains his innocence. Who knows what secrets they may be telling in hopes of 

getting a better deal than they would at a trial. Few indicted politicians are acquitted by juries. 

In Connecticut, the State Election Enforcement Commission investigation of Connecticut 

Democrats seems stalled. The Democratic organization has hired well-known lawyer David 

Golub, a party contributor, to resist the commission's subpoenas. 



The commission is represented by the state attorney general's office. Attorney General George 

Jepsen, a Democrat and former party chairman, has removed himself from the matter. One of his 

top deputies is overseeing the representation of the commission. 

The commission is an independent agency and ought to have independent counsel with no ties to 

the day-to-day operation of state government. This became more urgent last week, when The 

Courant's Jon Lender reported on the extraordinary contortions of the head of the Office of 

Government Accountability to smear the State Election Enforcement Commission. 

Shelby Brown, a Malloy appointee, has gone to extraordinary lengths to try to halt the 

commission from hiring an ex-employee who worked in information technology. Brown 

declined to comment on the matter, but State Election Enforcement Commission Executive 

Director Michael Brandi sent her a scathing letter Monday on her extended and twisted 

investigation into some children's movies on a commission computer. 

Brandi makes a strong case that Brown engaged in a series of stunning misuses of her authority 

to embarrass the commission and keep it from rehiring a former employee who is qualified to fill 

a vacant position. In the meantime, the attorney general's office has yet to go to court to try to 

enforce its subpoena for communications between Malloy, campaign aides and the state party. 

It seems like powerful forces in state government are looking for ways to hinder the work of the 

state's election agency at a critical time. This is why federal officials formed a task force to fight 

public corruption — and kept state agencies out of it. 1-800-CALL-FBI, we're counting on you. 

Kevin Rennie is a lawyer and a former Republican state legislator. He can be reached at 

kfrennie@yahoo.com. 
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