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Cheers for state's courageous auditors, tackling pensions, loans, bonuses and more 

State auditors keep agencies on their toes with reports on waste, abuses 

The office of the State Auditors of Public Accounts doesn't have an official motto. But if it 

needed one, it would be: "We've got your back." 

Just this year, the auditors: 

•Found that some retired state employees may be receiving disability pensions, even though 

they're no longer disabled. 
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•Discovered that UConn had taken out a TIAA-CREF loan for an ambulatory care center at 

the UConn Health Center in Farmington. If the university had gone for a public-private 

partnership, as the legislature had directed, tens of millions of dollars in unnecessary interest 

could have been saved, the auditors said. UConn countered that such a partnership would have 

prevented UConn from controlling the building's operations, including upkeep. 

•Slammed UConn for paying nearly $100,000 in performance bonuses with little indication of 

why they were merited. UConn responded that the individuals had spent a lot of extra time 

implementing a new general ledger and financial system. 

•Reported that about a quarter of the employees at four regional offices of the state 

Department of Children and Families routinely showed up late for work, yet were paid for a full 

day. The department said it would "research attendance tracking systems." 

•Uncovered a host of minor improprieties at community colleges, such as the fact that some 

colleges don't require part-time lecturers to submit time sheets to show the hours they worked. 

Taxpayers: They're in your corner. Some might say that it's their job. Yes, and they do it well. 

Not all the auditors' recommendations are followed, however. 

Recently, for example, they recommended that the legislature rewrite the laws concerning state 

disability pensions. Instead, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy's chief labor negotiator worked a deal with 

state employee union leaders for a more lenient standard for awarding those pensions. 

All parts of state government are supposed to work for the benefit of residents. Doubtless most 

departments try to do that. But auditors John C. Geragosian, a Democrat, and Robert M. Ward, a 

Republican, go further. They and their staff have earned reputations not just as public servants 

dedicated to the public good, but as tireless and fearless investigators who insist that every part 

of state government toe the line. 

Even taxpayers who make a habit of grousing about waste in the state payroll ought to tip their 

hats to these champions of responsibility and accountability. 
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