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New registrars rules will cost towns 

BROOKLYN — Town officials are discovering that to improve the operations of their registrars 

of voters office, it's going to cost them. 

New state legislation requires registrars of voters throughout the state to receive annual training - 

paid for by municipalities. Brooklyn First Selectman Rick Ives said with the details coming in, 

he believes the required training will cost his town between $3,200 and $6,400. 

“We’ve gotten a letter from the Secretary of State’s office explaining the training and what it 

will entail,” Ives said. “They’re still developing the details but we have to pay for it.” 

Registrars are appointed by the town committees of the state's two largest parties, which means 

every town must have a Democratic and Republican registrar and each one must have a deputy 

registrar. 

Senate Bill 1051, “An Act Strengthening Connecticut Elections,” was passed in June. The 

legislation does three things Secretary of State Denise Merrill had been striving for: it establishes 

qualification standards and certification for registrars of voters, requires yearly training and also 

provides for removal from office for registrars in extreme cases of negligence or dereliction of 

duty. 

The bill was partially spurred by voting problems in Hartford. But Merrill said while Hartford 

and Bridgeport both have had difficulties with voting on Election Day, small towns have had 

their fair share of troubles that prompted her to seek reform. 

University of Connecticut is developing the training, which Ives said he's been told there would 

be eight modules costing $200 each. Registrars will have 18 months to complete the eight 

modules and while deputy registrars are not required to take the training, they will be encouraged 

to do so. 

“It’s another unfunded mandate,” Brooklyn Selectman Bob Kelleher said. 

Ives said he doesn't believe the training will be available for at least the next six months. He said 

Brooklyn has $3,500 in its budget to pay for a referendum or primary but if the town won't need 

to have either, then that money could pay for the registrars training. He hopes by the time the 

training modules are ready, the town will not have to pay for the deputy's training for the current 

fiscal year. 

“If the deputies want the training we’re going to pay for it,” Ives said. “It’s amazing that one 

instance can have this much effect to change the way we do things." 



 


