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HARTFORD – After a high-profile hack of the Democratic National Committee and Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump's warnings of a “rigged” election, Secretary of the State Denise 
Merrill said Wednesday there was little danger of widespread voter fraud or a cyberattack on the state's 
elections infrastructure. 
 
“Right now there is no risk that's known of a cyberattack,” said Merrill, who is head of the National 
Association of Secretaries of State and was briefed on the matter during a conference call with 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson. 
 
In Connecticut ballots are fed into a scanner that electronically tabulates the votes. The totals are 
printed out on paper and the physical ballots are kept as a backup. The machines are not connected to 
the internet and the results can't be tampered with by an online hacker, Merrill said. 
 
A recent CBS News report featured a security expert who showed how voting tallies could be physically 
manipulated, but during a demonstration in Merrill's office, Peggy Reeves, the state director of 
elections, showed how the machine is locked with a tamper-proof seal. The UConn Center for Voting 
Technology Research tests the memory cards the machines use before and after each election. 
 
“Connecticut is in very good shape when it comes to some of the best practices … in terms of security of 
elections,” Merrill said. 
 
As far as voter fraud – such as someone voting multiple times or voting under a fake name – Merrill said 
those instances are exceedingly rare. A more common type of fraud, Merrill said, would be voters who 
request absentee ballots out of convenience rather than actually being unable to reach a polling place 
during voting hours. 
 
“We see virtually no in-person fraud, where you have someone presenting a false ID or no ID at all or 
anything like that,” she said. “You just don't see it. In fact I think we went back and looked back 20 years 
… and there was one incident as I recall of someone who attempted to vote impersonating someone 
else. Usually it's error.” 
 
This year is the first presidential election in which voters will be able to register to vote on Election Day, 
something cities and towns are preparing for. Election Day registration was launched in time for the 
2014 election, but turnout – and same-day registrations – are expected to be much higher in a 
presidential year. 
 
Tim Becker, the Republican registrar of voters in Manchester, said he's expecting as many as 1,500 new 
voters to register on Election Day. 
 



“We're going to staff up with the hope that we can keep wait times down to a minimum,” he said. Each 
town designates one polling place as the site where voters can register on Election Day. In Manchester, 
Becker said, it will be the senior center. But he urged voters to register earlier if possible. 
 
Most of the cost of elections falls on municipalities. Becker said his office's budget was up 19 percent 
this year over last – mostly anticipating a higher turnout than in odd-numbered years. During the last 
presidential election, when Barack Obama beat Mitt Romney in 2012, nearly 85 percent of the town's 
eligible voters cast a ballot. 
 
In another first this Election Day, Merrill's office will be keeping a live tally of town-by-town results as 
they are submitted. Registrars will be required to input results into a centralized computer system which 
will populate a page on the secretary of the state's website. The system was tested during the 
presidential primary in April and again during the August primaries. 


